
 War and Removal
In addition, Johnson County officials began taxing the 
Shawnee Reservation lands in 1859, undermining the 
authority of tribal government. In 1865 the Supreme 
Court intervened and reversed the Kansas Supreme 
Court ruling in Blue Jacket v. Commissioners of 
Johnson County. Chief Blue Jacket, a member 
of the Shawnee National Council, testified 
that tribal sovereignty was being threatened 
and that taxation of communal lands was 
not constitutional. The Supreme Court 
agreed.

“The Shawnees have a treaty now 
pending with the United States. In 1863 
the Shawnees, by their head men, signed 
a treaty with the United States, and it was 
sent to Washington City. It was signed by 

the men who were appointed by the 
nation to make a treaty. It has never 

been acted on by the Senate. This 
treaty was drawn up in 1864, and 

is still pending. I was one of the 
delegates from the Shawnee 
nation to make the treaty.”
—[72 U.S. 737, 747] 
Chief Blue Jacket of 
the Shawnee Tribe, US 
Supreme Court 1866

It is easy to sense Chief 
Blue Jacket’s anger 
with the forces that 

were imposing on the 
Shawnee’s tribal sovereignty. 

Tribal leaders worked hard to 
establish a positive relationship with 
the federal and local governments, 
but were ignored. Though the 
Supreme Court sided with the 
Shawnee, that was the end of 
their victory. This was a common 
pattern. Courts often sided with 
the tribes, but did not enforce 
their rulings. The new taxation 
policy harmed the tribe beyond 
repair. The fees accumulated 
over the first three years of this 
policy totaled over $15,000 

owed to Johnson County, and they were unable to 
pay. By 1868, one-half of the Shawnee tribal lands 
had been repossessed by the county.  

Immediately after the Civil War, four attempts 
were made by the Shawnee National Council to 
solidify treaties with the federal government. They 

were unsuccessful. Shawnee people tried to 
live peacefully in this area, but regular 

violence and institutionalized racism 
made this difficult. They were prohibited 
from attending church and school with 
whites. Although they formed their own 
churches, they were not able to form 
adequate schools for their children. 
These issues further isolated them 
from the community.

 The Act of 1867 created a Shawnee 
Territory in Oklahoma, and started the 

removal process. Individuals could choose 
to stay and become United States citizens or 

move to Oklahoma. Most rejected citizenship 
and decided to move. Only a handful of 

Shawnee members still live in 
this area today.

In 1825, the Shawnee Reservation in this 
area covered 1.6 million acres and was 
occupied by two tribes, the Shawnee 

National Council and the Black Bob Shawnee. Some 
historians believe that when the border wars broke out, 
many Shawnee fled from this area to avoid conflict. 
They became known as the Absentee Shawnee. White 
settlers squatted on the land, hoping they could lay 
claim to it. Often, they did.

In 1854, all 1.6 million acres were legally open to 
be bought by settlers as an effect of the Kansas-
Nebraska Act of 1854. The act ordered George 
Manypenny, Director of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, to 
negotiate treaties for the removal of the Shawnee. He 
reminded Congress that most of the land in question 
was already owned by the Native Americans, and 
it would be illegal to take it. Congress ignored this 
advice. In the spirit of Manifest Destiny, they believed 
they had a God-given right to expand westward. The 
Black Bob tribe was given 33,000 acres of 
communal land that included the current 
Arboretum site, and within 2 years only 167 
tribal members remained there.

The Black Bob Shawnee and the 
Shawnee National Council wanted to 
handle removal issues differently. 
Chief Black Bob had always led his 
tribe to resist removal, and believed that 
his tribe was its own country separate 
from the United States. He believed 
the Shawnee National Council would 
agree to a removal treaty which would 
relocate all Shawnee to the Oklahoma 
territory. The Black Bob Shawnee hoped to 
retain their communal lands in this area after 
the Civil War. However, a new treaty was proposed 
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the National 
Shawnee Council which would not make this possible, 
and Chief Black Bob responded with a letter stating:

 

“...everything in the way of energy and 
power [is required] to put down this unholy 
revolution.”

—Chief Black Bob to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, 21 April 1862

 

The Kansas Territory 
in 1850



Grasslands into Gardens

Mother thought we could do our winter’s 
knitting on the road. I was sitting on the left 
side of the wagon, knitting some stockings 
with the ball of yarn under my left arm. I 
noticed the yarn pulling tight and wondered 
what could be wrong. Finally I spoke to father 
and he stopped and looked down the road 
and there was my yarn in a string leading back 
over the hill. Father sent John after it and he 
walked a quarter of a mile to the ball, picked 
it up, and started towards the wagon winding 
the yarn and whistling. John was the funmaker 
of the family and made enjoyment out of every 
situation. When he got back in the wagon, 
father said that there would be no more 
knitting and we were glad to put it away.”

—Margaret (Maggie) McCaughey Shreve, 
14 years old, 1886. Recollections written 

about her family traveling from Ohio to Morse, 
Kansas. They settled at what is now 

153rd and Quivira Road. 

Maggie’s experience was a typical one. 
It is most likely that when she put her 
knitting away, she had to walk next 

to the wagon. Most travelers on the trails 
walked the entire distance. The trail was 
too rough to ride comfortably, and the 
wagons were usually full of supplies. It was 
said that the trail was so rough, you could 
churn butter just by setting a churner full of 
cream in the wagon. 
“Settlers are pouring into eastern Kansas 
by carloads, wagon loads, horse loads, 
daily, because of the fertility of her soil, 
the geniality of her climate, the admirable 
diversity of prairie and timber, the 
abundance of her living streams, and the 
marvelous facility where homesteads may 
here be created.”

—St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
February 22, 1879

    “Eastward I go only by force, but westward I go free...”
—Henry David Thoreau

T he Kansas population increased from 
1 million people in 1880 to 1.5 million 
before 1890. Many southerners, 

especially African Americans and poor 
whites, sought a new life in the west and 
came here after the Civil War. Kansas had 
fertile soil for farming, and plenty of trees for 
home-building in the east. People looking for a 
new start came here any way they could. They 
took trains, loaded wagons, or just carried 
what they had and made their way, following 
the wagon trails.
The now-famous Santa Fe Trail was founded 
in 1821 when William Becknell of Franklin, 
Missouri, led five men from the Missouri 
frontier to Santa Fe on a trading expedition. 
His timing was good, as Mexico had recently 
declared independence from Spain. In the 
process, Mexico threw off decades of trade 
restrictions. Colonial Santa Fe welcomed 
Becknell and his little brigade, opening a new 
trade route between the two young nations.
In the Kansas City area, three major trails—
the Oregon, California, and Santa Fe—
shared the same path, making it heavily 
used. You can still visit the New Santa Fe 
Cemetery at about 122nd Street and State 

Line Road. New Santa Fe was a township 
on the Missouri side of the state line. 
There you can still see ruts from the 
wagon wheels, dating back to 1880.
About traveling on the trails, a local 
homesteader recalled that:
“We carried two Dutch ovens with 
us and mother made just as good 
of bread then as she ever did. She 
set her yeast at night and mixed the 
dough the next morning, worked it 
again at noon, and by night it was 
ready to be baked. She made all of 
the bread we had on the trip. We 
had a large cedar water bucket and 
once in a while father stopped at a 
store and had it filled with crackers 
for us to eat between meals. We 
ate them so quickly that father 
said we would just have to do 
without and eat only at meal time. 

Map of Johnson County 
Kansas, 1874

Dutch ovens were the 
first ovens used for bak-
ing. They were embed-
ded in hot coals and 
ashes, and more coals 

would be placed on the flat lid. Any large 
iron pot could be used as a Dutch oven.



To Kansas—Westward on the Rails
areas. In 1906, William Strang, Jr. arrived in this area with 
a vision of a “flood-free” community, Overland Park. The 
original Strang Line, an Interurban Railroad, provided 
transportation to and from Kansas City, and began the 
tremendous growth of suburban Johnson County.
The railroads often determined if a town lived or died. If 
the railroad didn’t come to town, often that town would 
not survive. Several towns renamed themselves in order 
to be attractive to the railroad. The town of Waseca, 
Kansas became Holliday. This was in honor of Cyrus K. 
Holliday, who founded the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railroad. Stilwell was named after the first conductor 
of the first train that came to town via the Missouri Pacific 
line in the 1870s. 

In 1884, the Kansas City, Clinton & Springfield 
Railroad (KCC&S) was formed. This line 
connected Olathe to Ash Grove, Missouri. It 

was sometimes called the “High, Dry and Dusty,” 
because the rail lines were on high ground and 
rarely washed out. However, it was the clay 
tiles being shipped from the Dickey plant in 
Deepwater, Missouri that helped give this line 
its lasting nickname,“The Leaky Roof Line.” 
The tiles needed no protection from the rain, so 
the KCC&S could dispatch any old car to handle 
the job—and developed a reputation for it. The 
White Swan Flour Mill in Clinton also shipped 
on the KCC&S, and as the story goes, one rainy 
day the superintendent of White Swan looked 
out and saw another batch of decrepit old cars. 
Since the flour would be ruined if it got wet, the 
superintendent called out to his general manager, 
“Don’t send out any flour today, they’ve got 
another bunch of those leaky roofs in the 
yards.”

Trails and trains were central to the 
development of Johnson County. 
Without them, westward expansion 
would not have been possible. 

 
The Santa Fe Trail was a wagon trail connecting 
Missouri and Santa Fe, New Mexico. From 1821 until 
1846, it was used by Mexican and American traders. It 
became a national road connecting the United States to 
the new southwest territories after the Mexican-American 
War. The trail was used for everything from merchandise 
and military transport, stagecoach lines, fur trappers, 
emigrants and gold seekers headed to Colorado and 
California. 

A man named François 
Xavier Aubry used the 
Santa Fe Trail often. He 
was a freighter in the early 
1850s, and was willing 
to travel the trail three 
times per year in order 
to make more money. 
Most freighters only made 
the trip once each year. 

His adventurous spirit made him famous and 
successful. Several towns were named after 
him, including Aubry Township, where the 
Arboretum stands today.

 

In 1880, the railroad reached Santa Fe and the trail 
faded into history. Trains played an important part in 
our area’s history. Railroads were built to increase the 
speed of travel across the west. Kansas City has always 
been a major railroad hub. In the late Nineteenth Century, 
railroads like the Clinton Line (known affectionately in 
these parts as the “Leaky Roof” line) linked farming 
communities and served as connectors for the rural 

Stillwell Train Depot

Strang Line Depot, Santa Fe Trail Hall



Overland Park: A City in Bloom

In 1905, railroad builder William Strang, Jr. arrived 
in this area. He bought land along the Military 
Highway (present-day Metcalf Avenue) and began 

building small communities. 
Inspired by the area’s history 
of travelers headed west on 
long “overland” journeys, 
he named one new area 
Overland Park. Strang 
promoted Overland Park as 
clean and “park-like.” As 
it has grown, residents and 
city officials have held true to 
these goals.

During World War II, Overland 
Park residents came together to support the war effort. 
Many worked in war plants making tools, weapons, 
and supplies. Church and civic groups made care 
packages for soldiers. The vacant Strang Line right-
of-way located between 79th and 80th streets was 
used as a scrap metal collection site. The city had 
a housing and population boom after the war, as 
soldiers returned home wanting to start families in 
good suburban neighborhoods.

A view from Corporate Woods shows the City’s 
growth.

Groundbreaking for the Andy Klein Pontiac 
dealership, 1950.

In the 1970’s, a few of the city’s best-known 
businesses and attractions were built and opened 
for business. Corporate Woods, Oak Park Mall, the 

Children’s Farmstead, and a new city hall added to the 
city’s prestige. The 1980’s brought a new wave of 
growth, and in 1984 the city’s Legacy of Greenery 
Committee contacted the mayor and city council 
and suggested adding an arboretum or botanical 
garden to the city’s list of attractions. The Legacy 
Committee has supported healthy trees and smart 
landscape care in the city for many years, and their 

Those families were community-minded. The city’s 
population grew in the 1950s and ’60s, and the area 
was attracting hardworking people who wanted to 
serve local government and school boards, and create 
active civic groups such as the Overland Park  Rotary 
Club, which was founded in 1960. Overland Park 

was incorporated as a first-class city on May 20th, 
1960, with a population of 28,085.

A busy 6th grade classroom at Overland Park 
Elementary School.

Church group enjoying an outing at Overland 
Theater, 1951.

Today, the city covers over 73 miles in 
Johnson County, with a population of 
189,000 and growing. In addition to the 

Arboretum and the Farmstead, the Carlsen 
Center, the Nerman Museum, and the Museum 
at Prairiefire are all part of the city’s impressive 
cultural network. Overland Park has been 
recognized for its many positive traits, including:

#1 on Livability’s list of “Top 10 Best Cities 
for Families,” 2015
 
One of Forbes “Best 25 Suburbs for 
Retirement,” 2015
 
Mylife social media’s “Most intelligent 
Mid-sized US City,” 2014
 
#9 on Money Magazine’s list of “100 Best 
Places to Live,” 2012

•

•
•
•

efforts have led to the city being named a Tree City 
USA for over 35 years. Their idea was welcomed, and 
with the grand opening of the Arboretum property in 
1990, has blossomed into one of Overland Park’s most 
popular destinations—the Overland Park Arboretum & 
Botanical Gardens.



In November of 1984, The Legacy of Greenery 
Committee wrote a memo to the Mayor and 
City Council. This letter was the official start 

of the Arboretum’s history. On behalf of the committee, 
Legacy of Greenery Committee chairperson Donna 
Owens and Angela Klein, member, made the case for 
a new cultural institution in Overland Park. It would 
be “...a unique opportunity to explore the world of 
plants as well as providing a leisure time facility for 
the community.”
After much talk, the city council agreed that an 
arboretum and botanical garden would add to the 
city’s status. It would provide a cultural destination for 
Overland Park residents and others living in the region. 
The site of the new Overland Park Arboretum & 
Botanical Gardens was chosen for its ecological 
diversity. Eight different ecosystems have been 
identified. They reflect the habitats in eastern 
Kansas, where the eastern deciduous forest meets 
the tall grass prairie. They include Dry-Mesic Prairie, 
Dry Oak Savanna, Dry Oak-Hickory, Mesic Oak-
Hickory Forest, Riparian Woodland, Woodland Draws, 
Dry Wooded Swales and Old Field. There are also 
aquatic habitats in the form of ponds and flowing water, 
including one mile of Wolf Creek.
The old pasture land in the southern part of the property 
is now home to the Prairie Restoration Project. Native 
grasses and wildflowers will eventually replicate the 
prairie as the pioneers found it.
The limestone bluffs and floodplain along Wolf Creek 
mark the location of a wetter, mesic forest. This area 
looks much like the Ozarks, especially in the spring, as 
woodland wildflowers bloom ‘in the millions.’
In February 1991, Master Plan Project Planner Frank 

Theis was quoted in the Kansas City Star, saying, “The 
city wants a strong environmental and ecological 
trust. A place that can be educational as well as 
recreational. A place where people can go out in these 
beautiful areas.” 
In the beginning, two miles of trails were built and 
mulched with wood chips. The parking lot was still  
unpaved and unlighted. The first employee was hired in 
the spring of 1995.
The Arts and Recreation Foundation of Overland Park 
was formed in 1995 as a non-profit support organization. 
The Foundation was tasked with providing support to 
the Arboretum, the Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead, 
and the Arts in Overland 
Park. Wayne Byrd, who had 
been on the city council 
while the Arboretum was 
being conceived, was its first 
president.
The first garden, dedicated 
in 1996, was the Erickson 
Water Garden. Hardscape 
and water features, made 
possible by a donation from 
Richard and Georgia Erickson, began the gardens as we 
know them today.
Two bridges, built in 1996 and 1997, provided dry 
footpaths across Wolf Creek. The limestone posts at 
one of the bridges and at the Arboretum entrance (the 
Welcoming Garden, dedicated in 2007) come from a 
specific layer of limestone quarried in central Kansas. 
Today over four miles of chipped trails wind through the 

natural ecosystems.
A picnic pavilion was 
built in the late 1990s. 
It was the only shelter 
until the Environmental 
Education and Visitor’s 
Center (EEVC) was 
dedicated in December 
of 1999. The EEVC has 
a passive solar design 
with many energy-saving 
features. There are 
large windows on the 
south to allow sunlight 
and warmth, and few 
windows on the north. 
The outdoor overhang 
blocks the high summer 

sun, but lets in light from the low winter sun, which 
warms the concrete floors. Fluorescent lighting is 
used to supplement the natural light.
In 1999, the Marder Woodland Garden, funded by Betty 
Jo and Henry Marder, was 
dedicated, and the year 2000 
saw the dedication of the Legacy 
Garden. This garden is named 
after the founding Legacy of 
Greenery Committee. The 
Children’s Discovery Garden, 
funded by local Rotary clubs, was 
dedicated in May of that year.
The Medicine Wheel was built 
in 2001 and was blessed by 
Chief Yelloweyes, a member of the Southern Cheyenne 
tribe. In 2002, construction began on the Monet Garden 
(through the support of Cromwell family and friends) and the 
Xeriscape Garden. 
The ability to provide masses of seasonal color in the 
gardens took a quantum leap in 2004 with the construction 
of the Greenhouse. Bird enthusiasts began to use the new 
Bird Watch, also built that year.
In 2007, Byrd’s Grove was completed. The Cohen Iris 
Garden, dedicated in 2009, is planted with 300 varieties of 
iris, creating an eye-catching sight in the spring.
Serenity Point was built and dedicated in 2011 as a memorial 
to the efforts of Margie Engelkemier, a long-time volunteer and 
champion of the Arboretum who was a prime-mover in the 
creation of the Friends of the Arboretum (FOTA) organization.
The Haake Celebration Terrace and the caboose, the first 
stage of the Train Garden, were both dedicated in 2012. 
The Train Garden features G-Scale trains running through 
miniature landscapes. Another phase of the Train Garden, to 
be completed in 2015, includes the Freight House and the 
built-to-scale reproduction of old Overland Park.
The Arboretum continues to be the home of both temporary 
and permanent works of art, including an impressive 
collection of Chinese sculptures that will eventually be part 
of the International Sculpture Garden.
Much of the development of the Arboretum over the past 25 
years has been made possible 
through the hard work of 
dedicated volunteers and staff 
and the fund-raising efforts of 
the Friends of the Arboretum 
and The Arts and Recreation 
Foundation of Overland Park.
There is something for everyone 
to enjoy in this long list of 
gardens and other features. 

Growing a Legacy



The Overland Park Arboretum & Botanical Gardens
Growing for You

In1993, the first Master Plan was completed. It forecast the next 
20 years of the Arboretum. It has been revised and re-approved 
twice—in 2002 and 2006. 

The Master Plan is the basic framework for the Arboretum’s future 
growth. It is designed to fit into the existing topography of the 

Arboretum. The latest plan expands the formal gardens by 22 acres, adds 
water features, sculptures, and new buildings to house specialty plants. The 

plan was designed by Gould Evans. 

The plan centers around a water feature called the Rill, which will act as the 
main artery of the gardens. A water rill is a narrow, shallow stream. Pathways 
will cross the Rill and lead to other features throughout the gardens. A new 
Visitor Center will become the new entry point for visitors, and will be a versatile 

space for special events and educational programs. Located at the north end of 
a perfectly flat lawn stretching to the Rill Towers—another new visual feature—this 

structure will serve as a visual anchor for the formal gardens. 

Other new water features will include a reflecting pool and a fountain. The pool will be 
large yet shallow (only 6 inches deep), and bordered by black granite. It will be a calm, 
reflective plane of water where visitors can pause before they begin their exploration of 

the gardens. The large limestone fountain, featuring crashing water and a sculpture, will create an 
impressive visual and aural focal point at the intersection of the Great Lawn and the Rill.

The Great Lawn will be a versatile space that provides open views to Margaret’s Pond and the 
new Tropical House Conservatory. The Conservatory, a large glass structure, will function as a 
special display space and greenhouse. 

The new Celebration Pond will replace the existing silt pond. It will be about two times larger than the 
current pond, and will serve as an attractive element near the Visitor Center and Celebration Garden.

There will also be a Wedding Green located near the Visitor Center. This lawn space will be able to handle small 
and large wedding ceremonies. With views of  Margaret’s Pond to the east and the Celebration Pond to the 

north, this area will provide an ideal spot for many private party functions.

The Blooming Experience will enhance the appeal of the Celebration Gardens. This garden will be a 
collection of annual, perennial, and rose plantings. This dynamic display will be planted to provide colorful 

views for all four seasons.

The new Rose Garden will feature a contemporary design and may easily become a visitor favorite. Colorful 
shrub and climbing rose displays will be the primary attraction for this garden, but the use of terraces, stone 

walls and turf will add to the overall beauty. A small plaza will be able to accommodate small group events.

If you are interested in supporting the creation of the Master Plan at the Overland Park Arboretum & 
Botanical Gardens, please connect with the Arts & Recreation Foundation of Overland Park. All support 
is appreciated and welcomed.


